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This month I am turning the “pen” over to my mother and business partner, Carie. Horses are very close to her 
heart, so I feel like this article will be more meaningful coming from her…  
 

What is the attraction that people, especially little girls, have for horses?  It seems that there is an instinctive 
bond between the species that has been passed down through the generations since the beginning of 
domestication. Horses are very intelligent animals that respond far better to spoken word or a gentle touch 

than to being broken or beaten. They are faithful companion animals that have been used for work or more 
often now for pleasure. 

 
The incident of the overturned horse trailer last month on MacLeod Trail brought up the uglier side of the 
horse trade in this country. In order to fit that many horses into one trailer meant that it must have been a 

double‐decker stock trailer meant for cattle or smaller animals. There is not enough head space in these trailers 
for a horse to stand comfortably. This inhumane method of transporting horses is used almost exclusively by 
those dealing in the horse slaughter business. These horses, like so many others, were on a journey whereby 

the last hours or even days of their lives were to be lived in sheer terror. 
 
Horses, unlike cattle and other slaughter animals, are animals of flight or fight. This is a highly desirable 

characteristic and has actually been enhanced by domestication. This fear instinct is what makes a horse run 
and jump and carry its rider away from danger. It is also what makes their slaughter so inhumane.  
 

The stalls at the slaughterhouse are built for cattle. They are too wide to confine a taller, more slender built 
horse and are also short enough for them to look over and see what is going on around them. They desperately 
try to flee the danger and when they can’t, they try to fight their way out. With a kill quota of one animal every 

two minutes, there is not always enough time to properly stun these terrified struggling animals before the 
butchering process begins. 
 

Due to public outcry the last horse slaughterhouse in the United States was shut down in 2007. Almost 
immediately these businesses were moved across the border and four more slaughterhouses were built in 
Canada, increasing the number from two to six. In addition to our own horses, tens of thousands of horses are 

now being transported annually from as far away as Texas, in double‐decker trailers, to be slaughtered here. 
 
Canadians, especially western Canadians do not eat horse meat. It is almost exclusively exported to China and 

Europe as a delicacy. Slaughtering is a convenient way to get rid of unwanted or ‘throw‐away’ horses and is 
more profitable than the more humane method of euthanasia. 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These are wonderful animals that have played a very important role in our heritage and continue to enrich the 
lives of those who are lucky enough to own them. Why are we allowing this practice to go on in our own back 
yard? 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