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This month | thought | would take a minute to answer a few of the most common cat questions we get asked in
our Tail Blazers store.
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Cats are obligate carnivores, which means in nature they eat pretty much ONLY meat. So, ideally a raw food
diet would be purr-fect for your feline companion. A balanced raw food diet for cats includes correct
proportions of muscle meat, organ meat, ground bone, and sometimes small amounts of pureed vegetation.

If you are unable to feed your cat a raw diet, canned food is your next best option because you are able to feed
them a high meat diet that still contains moisture, and water is very important for a cat to consume through
their food.

If dry food is your food of choice, try to choose a food with little or no grain and if you can, have at least 50% of
their diet consist of canned or raw food. The moisture content in canned or raw food can help prevent urinary
tract problems and is important for removing toxins from the body.
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Basically, declawing is ten complicated amputations. “A graphic comparison in human terms would be the
cutting off of a person's finger at the last joint of each finger”
(http://www.declawing.org/htmls/declawing.htm). It is major surgery; walking, jumping, and using the litter
box after surgery is very painful.

Some of the side effects of declawing can include, but are not limited to: gradual weakening of muscles,
impaired balance, and altered posture. Declawed cats are also more stressed and as a result, more prone to
disease.

Finding a good, rough, sturdy scratching post is your best option to discourage destructive scratching. You can
also apply soft, vinyl nail caps called “SoftPaws” that prevent your cat from doing damage to your furniture.
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There are many reasons why a cat may stop using their litter box. The location of their litter box can play a
huge role. Is it near an appliance like a washing machine that could make noise without warning and spook
your cat? Is it hidden somewhere where your cat cannot see a clear path of escape should they feel
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threatened? Is the litter box dirty or need changing? Is there another cat in the household or outside keeping
them out of the litter box?

Blockages or infections that cause pain during urination can also cause your cat to form a negative association
with their litter box, so if you are unsure, have your cat examined by a qualified veterinarian.
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There is a common misconception that cats groom themselves and do not require professional grooming like
their canine counterparts. Regular grooming can help decrease dander in cats which is the most common
allergen affecting people with cat allergies.

When choosing a cat groomer, Donna Peterson - Certified Feline Master Groomer (CFMG) - says, “Many
groomers offer cat grooming at their salons but it doesn't mean they SHOULD. The first step in finding a cat
groomer is to check on their accreditation. Which organization or institution have they received their
certification through? In order to become a CFMG you must undergo an extensive testing process.” The testing
process addresses skin issues, temperament, handling, and more.

She continues to say, “another important aspect is knowing if your groomer is certified in pet first aid and CPR.
Unfortunately problems can arise with animals when they are put into stressful situations that can aggravate
already underlying health issues.” It is important for a groomer to know how to properly address these
problems.
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