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Now that school is back is session, and there are a new crop of summer puppies out there, it is now time to 
start thinking about sending your furry baby to school. But, with so many trainers out there, how do you 
choose one? Just because someone uses the term “dog whisperer” does not mean they are the right trainer for 

you and your dog.  

So, the first thing to consider is what your needs are. Do you just need a puppy class to teach the basics, or do 
you have a specific problem and need a private consultation?  

Choosing a Puppy or Obedience class 

What method of training do they use? 
According to Colleen McCarvill from Diamond in the Ruff dog training: “the most important thing to 
consider is of course the method the instructor uses and why. Some people claim to be “positive” but 

then proceed to show the exceptions to that. There is not one exception that warrants physical 
punishment or intimidation from the trainer to achieve effective, long lasting results.”  

How do you know if they use positive reinforcement? Ask. If they say they are, and then request you 

leave the treats behind and pack the choke chain, they likely aren’t. 

Are they certified? Through what organization? 
It is important to investigate claims made by trainers that they are certified. Because there are not 

really any restrictions placed legally on businesses that train dogs, anyone really can do it. Find out how 
they were trained and who trained them – and was that person certified?  

What classes are offered? How many dogs per instructor?  
Most training facilities offer puppy classes. They offer an opportunity for your puppy to socialize with 
dogs of other breeds and play styles and often you pick up great tips on housetraining and much more. 

Just because Fido already knows how to sit, is no reason not to attend. Does Fido know how to sit while 
distracted by other dogs and people? How about in public? Does your Boxer know that not every dog 
likes to be hit in the face? (Better let him learn now while he’s small!)  

Also, the main reason we attend dog training classes is, let’s face it, to train us PEOPLE how to dog 

train! There are also many other types of classes you can take. Freestyle dance, fly ball, agility, tricks, 
you name it. Many facilities offer a huge variety of options.  

Instructor to dog ratio is also very important. To ensure everyone gets the time and attention they 

need, classes should remain small, or your trainer may have assistants to help each training team one 
on one. 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Does your trainer offer you support outside of class? 
Sometimes questions may arise outside of the classroom (if you are doing your homework!). Is your 
trainer accessible by phone or email outside of class time? 

Are you able to observe classes and obtain references? 
In order to ensure you are comfortable with the methods used in class it is very important that you 
should be allowed to view a class in progress (ask the people in class if they are having fun and learning 

lots). If your trainer says NO ‐ consider someone else.  

Also, can they give you references? Ask if they have former students or vets that can give them a good 
reference.  

Do you need a private dog trainer? 

In some cases it’s a specific problem you may be having that you need help with. Is your dog barking all day? 
Guarding his toys or food? Messing in the house? Having a great dog trainer come in to spend a few hours with 

you and your family may be a good idea. If possible, find a specialist that deals with your specific problem 
(instead of one that uses the same technique to deal with every issue and every dog), using the same tips listed 
above.   

To permanently solve the problem it is necessary to tackle it in the environment in which it’s occurring with the 

people it’s occurring with. Many people feel that it is easier to send their dog away to be trained and think that 
in the end their dog will be “fixed”. However, in most cases it’s inconsistent cues and messages and 
inexperienced dog owners that allow a problem to progress or resurface.  

The dog’s environment must be changed to ensure success. For instance, if your dog is snapping at the kids it 

won’t do much good to send him away to learn to deal with someone else’s children. Your children must be 
taught how to interact with the dog, just as much as the dog needs to learn to interact with your children or 

things will never improve. And, everyone in the family must participate so training stays consistent from person 
to person. 

Special thanks to Colleen McCarvill from Diamond in the Ruff (Phone: 253‐6080) for her help answering all my 
questions!  

Written By Holly Montgomery 

Co‐Owner/Operator of the Copperfield Tail Blazers 
 

 


