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I wanted to write this article while the tears are still fresh on my face. I am hoping that in doing so, I am going 
to be able to get a point across to anyone who’s reading about the importance of keeping your dog on leash, 
and having that leash held securely by an adult.  

 
Tonight just after we closed up shop at the store, we saw a small dog running through our parking lot. At first, I 
could not tell if he was one of the neighbourhood jack rabbits, but upon closer examination it was clear it was a 

young dog.  
 

I immediately ran outside to attempt to catch the pup as he was running dangerously close beside a car that 
almost ran into him in front of our mall. There were other people nearby also trying to catch the dog, but he 
was terrified.  

 
We called and whistled at the dog but he ran onto the busy four lane road that runs by our store. He was soon 
out of site and the sidewalks were so treacherous with ice we could not chase after him. I suspect this is why 

the dog chose the road instead of the sidewalk to run on. As we began to walk back toward the store the puppy 
came back into view running toward us on the busy road into oncoming traffic.  
 

I was lucky enough to have sensed what was about to happen and turned my head in time (my husband was 
not so lucky) only to hear a horrible thud and I immediately knew what it was. I dropped to my knees and 
sobbed while a handful of strangers ran toward the lifeless body. 

 
I think the precious baby died immediately. I will not soon forget the look that pup had in his eyes – he was so 
scared. I was lucky enough to have had people stronger than I around to handle the situation appropriately.  

 
I just want to say to everyone that even if your dog walks well without a leash PLEASE leash him and hold tight 
onto your baby. This dog did not seem to hear me or anyone else, he could not focus. He was just spooked and 

ran and ran. Something like an overhead plane, or the backfire of a car could scare any dog into the same fight 
or flight response I saw with this guy. Make sure if your dog is off leash, that he is safe within a fenced area 
away from traffic.  

 
I want to say thank you to everyone who stopped to help the puppy today and thank you to the person who hit 
him for caring enough to get out of your vehicle and get involved. This is not an experience I will soon forget 

and I am so thankful to have come home to my furbabies tonight. Please appreciate every moment you have 
with them ‐ EVERY one… 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At Rainbow Bridge, I’ll wait for you 
 

Here with angel wings I soar, through fields of green forever more. 
No aches, no pains, no fear I feel, A gourmet chef cooks every meal. 
Falls of water cool my feet, rays of sun my body heat. 
A new ball each and every day, a friend to chase and run and play. 
An old and worn and tattered shoe, a juicy bone in which to chew... 
In heart and soul though not in view, at Rainbow Bridge I'll wait for you. 

 

Written by Holly Montgomery 
Co‐Owner/Operator of the Copperfield Tail Blazers 
 


